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ROM. 13 Chap. 7 Ver. 


Render to all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute, 
Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, 


M ONG many other. Things, with 
which the Enemies of Chriſtianity 
aſpersd thoſe who profels'd that pure 

and holy Religion ; this was one, that they 
were of implacable and turbulent Spirits, and 
Enemies to the Civil Government : For they 
not complying with the Heatheniſh Cuſtoms 
of Swearing by the Emperor's Genius, Sa- 
crificing for their Safety, and Worſhipping 
of them as Deities, were repreſented as Ene- 
mies to Ceſar ; and their Religion and 
Principles as , deſtructive of Government. 
Therefore, the Apoſtles, that they might 
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C29 
wipe off this Aſperſion, and that the Powers 
then in being, might not have any jealonfic 
of Chriſtianity, as an-Enemy to their Au- 
thority and Power, took frequent occaſions 
to inforce the Duty of SubjeCtion to it, and 
of being Conſcientious in the” Payment of 
choſe Tributes and Cuſtoms, which, were 
required for the Support of it, as we find in 
the Text. 

Render to all theis Des, Tribnte fo whom 
Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom. 


In diſcourſing on which words, 


1. I ſhall ſhew what is meant by Fri- 
bute and Cuſtom. 


2. I ſhall conſider the Nature of the 
Command, which enjoins the Payment of 


theſe Things. 


3. I ſhall ſhew the Opinion of ſome E- 
minent Divines, concerning the Obligation 
of this Precept. - | 


Laſtly, 
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C32 
Laſtly; I ſhall conclude with a bricf Ap- 
plication. 


1. To ſhew what is meant by Tribute 


and Cuſtom. 


And hereby I underſtand the Legal Tax- , Non mods 


ortoria & 
es which are appointed for the Support of indictiones, 


—_ ſed alios quo- 
the Government, under which we live, and 7 5.4: 


enjoy Protection and Safety. Caly. 


Burt ſome are more Critical in the Expli- VeQtigalia 
. pro mercibus 
cation of the words, and they tell us, That danmur, Tri- 


Cuſtom, denotes the Tax laid upon Trade ; _ "xp 


and Tribure, that which is laid on the Per- Gror. 


ſons or Eftates of Men. To the like pur- 99% dici- 
rur Tributum 


poſe, Beza, .and others, explain theſe words, quod in capi- 


That Tribute is a Polrate, Cuſtom what is og 


payable upon any other account. quic- 
And having ſhew'd what is meant by TdalioNo- 
Tribute and Cuſtom. I come in the Beza : Stri- 
gel.Arer.Ger- 

hard, 
24, Place; to conſider the Nature of the ge injutum 
- þ koh uod Nature 
Command, which injoins the Payment of Jo nann® 
theſe Things. pugnat, Grow 


B 2 And 
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(4) 
And here it will appear, that this is one 


of the Moral Laws, and of univerſal Obliga- 
tion. Becaule 


1. It hath its foundation in the Nature 
trims jul of Things, being a moſt neceſſary Means 
Secunda in for the common Safety, The great Prin- 
ſer”  Ciple, or Law of Nature, is the Welfare and 
def, Happineſs of Mankind, and whatever is ne- 

cellary to this, we are oblig'd to ir by the 


Law of Nature. 


Now there is nothing more necelſary to 
the Happinels of Mankind than Govern- 
Vetig. & ment. But Government cannot ſubfiſt, and 
Triburt.vcluti 
Ermamentco the common Peace cannot be preferv'd, 
Reſpub.Niti- 4vjchour a Power and Force to defend us a- 
Repub. i Paine the Enemies of it. And this Power 
P- 1025 cannot be maintain'd without Tributes and 
Xee quies Cuſtoms 3 and hence it is evident, the Pay- 
Genrium fine ment of thera becomes due by the Law of 
a fe &. Nature, And the very Heathens were not 
Pndca ac fo blinded with Avarice as we are; and by the 
Tripuris ha- Light of Nature they were convinced of the 


np _— Necefliry of this Duty, and the Obligations 
\ we 


= _—_— —  ———  —ﬀ — 
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we are under for the Practice of ir. Crcero  SubGdium 

. , er- 
Rtiles Tribute the Support of War, and the yys reipub. 
Sinews of the Common-Wealth. ', And Me- Ort yp" 


N . i R d : anl, 
nenius Agrippa in Levie declares, inevitable buris Magi. 


| . ub - 
Ruine mulr needs follow the- denying of —_ = 


Tribute for the Support of Government, *remam Re- 
IP. permCeom 
Bur impendere. 
Liv. Lib. 7. 
; Pp. 78. 
2. The Apoſtle, in the Verſe before the 
Text, ſaith, That Gowernours are God's Mi- 
niſters, attending continually on that wery 
Thing. That is, they ſpendtheir Time and "rom. «rg 
their Strength for the Good of the Com- curas & La- 


mon-Wealth : they undergo orcat Care and fubditorun 
Trouble ; ate expos'd to ,great Hazards | me 
and Dangers, that we may enjoy the Com- quum et nr 


qualicunque 


forts. of this Life, and fir quier under our Paieinque 


Vines and our Fig-trees. An for this cauſe. co Tribua 
'H 4 fe 3 uſe, perfolv=n'ur. 


faith the Apoſtle, pay you Tribute alſo ; and Ger. de $a. 


in the Text, Render, therefore, Tribute to = Pct. p. 
whom T ribure ts due. So that the Apoſcle Tribuwm 
inferring this Duty from the conſideration of 2 . 8791 

bp E rum icd Rca- 
the Induſtry and Diligence, the Care and toſtimentun: 
Trouble, which Governours undergo it; the agar 
diſcharge of their Office, it is an Act of Com- Frever. D:t- 

mutative © 


(6) 
rntative Juſtice ; and upon this account, as 
well as that before mentioned, it is a part of 
the Law of Nature, and by which all Men 
are oblig'd. And of this Nature 


3- It will appear to be, becauſe it is," 3 


Suum quod Proof of our Subjeftion to the Govern- 
No ment, under which we live. Ir is by the A- 
re, funt Obe- poſtle conjoined with the Preceprs for Sub- 
ciris & Ho- Jection, mentioned in the former Verſes, 
neſtis, Rev and the denying of this Tribute diſowns the 
mor pro ipſ Authority, by which it is injoined. So that 
& Vedtigalia if Subje&tion to Government be a moral 
cnn. Duty, this muſt needs be fo too. 
P. 231, And having ſhew'd, that the Duty in the 
Text is a Branch of the Law of Nature, I 


procced in the' 


3d. Place, to ſhew what the Opinion of 
the moſt eminent Divines, both Ancient and 
Modern, hath been concerning the Obliga- 
tion of this Precept, whether it bind the Con- 
ſcience for paying thoſe Tributes and Cu- 
ſroms, which are impoſed by Law or nor. 


Juſtin 


CO 1 
Taftin Martyr, who liv'd ſo nigh: the” A- $%25 9% 4 
les, chat he ws ſriled one of their Diſci-'%7. Py 
ples, in his: Apology t6 the Emperor Anto-"ju, rey: 
ntnus, doth not only” mention the peiceable ates nar 


Subje&ion of the- Chriſtians ro the Empe- 7% * 
TX ToOV Til 


ror, their conſtant prayers: for his Health, ,;a,4z 9:- 
and the Proſpericy of the Government z- bur ecin,&c. 
' allo their conſgientious paying of the Trt- _ 
bute, for the Support of the Empire, and 
this as oblig'd to ir by the command: of 
Chriſt, To render to Ceſar the: things that are » 
Caſars. | 

Not long after this, another Apology was 
written for the Chriſtians by Tertullian : Vetgalia 
and he faith, they paid the Tribute, withthe | raph 
ſame Fidebry, with which they abſtain'd from <* fide, <* 


bo ndentibus 
all Frands, thereby declaring it was as much' Þebirum, 


againſt their conſciences to be guilty of pub- 51.945" 
lick as pI ivate Fr auds. | | -raagagy ved 
And St;;Ambroſe; (or whoever was the '- s.y 
Author of thole Commentaries on: the Epi- Bel. &. a-- 
ſtle ro the . Rowans, which go. under his 55. 067 
Name) ſpeaking of the reaſon why St. Paul Tom. 5- p: 
commands: he. paying of Tribute before © 
Honour, faith, Quia Major Cauſa aut major 


neceſſit as 


| ( &0)- 
neceſſitas, Becauſe there is greater Reaſon or 
greater Neceſlity tor it. , The legal Revenue 
_ ls. the Strength and Sinews. of,-the Govern- 
ment ; and the with-holding of this, weak- 
ens it, and expoſerh it to contempt: It tends 
to make a Prince a Beggar. This is, there- 
-fore, of greater moment, than: giving to 
Kings bended Knees, or pompous Titles ; 
theſe, without the other, are little better than 
| Mockery or Scorn ; little better than the 
Soldiers honouring of Chriſt, when the 


bended the Knee, and ſaid, Hail King of the 


Jews. 


But I proceed to conſider the Opinion of 
ſome Modern Divines, who liv'd/ fince the 
Reformation, .and who have greater Autho- 
rity with ſome than more ancient Writers ; 
and therefore, | ſhall give you ſome account 

 _ of them, both Foreign and of 'our Church 
dns. mp and Nation. 

. folvane, Os. Calvin ſpeaks plainly for it in his Com- 

gimur, fed MENTAry on the Text, he joins this with 0- 

quia Dc ther Duties to be perforn'd ro our Gover- 


grarum eſt 


: : ! 
oblequium. * NOUTS, NOT by compulſion, bur as an accepta-' 
ay, 


12.7.y. ble Service to God. Peter 


in >" EY AI PP ar PR 
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Peter Martyr, who came into England, 
and was highly inftrumental in our Refor- 
mation, ſpeaking of the paying Tributes le- 
pally impos'd, admires, Quo Fure  ratione, Loc. com. p. 

y what Law, or upon what account, any can 246 

think themſelves exempted from ir. 


Aretius, in his Common Places, hath a p. 877 

large Tract on this Subje& ; and he proves, 
by many Hnp—_ that Men ought to 
pay the Tributes and Cuſtoms by lawful 
Authority impoſed on them, and this not 
propter Iram, tor fear of the Penalty of the 
Law, ſed ut, conſcientie ſatisfaciamus coram 
Deo, 'that we may keep a good conſcience 
rowards God. 


The ſame may be found in-the Works 
of Epiſcopius, who fully anſwers the ObjeRti> 
ons that can be made to exempt the confci- | 
ences of Men from the Obligation of this Epife quzt 
Precept. "MN 


C I 


Duct. Dubir. 
Lib. 3. p.125+ 


(19) 

Log have given you large Citations 
from Grotius, Gerhard, Philip of Limbarg, 
but I am confined to narrow Limits, and 
muſt haſten to give an account of the Judg- 


ment of ſome learned Divines, of our own 
Church and Nation., 


The learned Biſhop Taylor, in 'his Di- 
ſcourle of Laws Penal and Tributary,s plain 
in this caſe. Tribute, ſaith he, is due by the 
Laws of Religion, where it is due by the Laws 


| of the Nation. And, therefyro, theſe Perſons 


are ery regardleſs of their Eternal. Intereſt, 
who thinks it lawful Prize whatever they can 
take from che Cuſtom- Houſe, 8c. | 
Let no Man think that, becauſe ſome Sub- 
jects Farm the Cuſtoms, and that the Portion 
which ts concealed, doth not leſſen the Incemes 0 
the Prince, therefore it may be Lawful ts bide 
from them all they can.For the Farmer hath what 
he gets in the right of the Prince, and in bis 
own right he hath nothing from the Subjef, 
but from his Supreme who is therefore bound to 


defend that Right, and complain of that Wrong. 
nd 


C11) 
And the Husband- Men in the Goſpel, who de- 
nied to pay the Stewards of the K g the Fruits 
of the Vineyard, which im their King's Right 
were demanded of them, were caſt into utter 
Darkneſs. 


And Mr, Baxter propoſeththis caſe, when Chriti Di 
an Eſtate is intruſted with a Friend, to ſecure ». _—_—— 
it from paying great Taxes or Tribute to the 
King, whether a Man may keep ſuch a 
Truft ? and he anſwereth, He may not, the 
Taxes being Juſt and Legal for the mainte- 
nance of the Magiſtrate, or the preſervation 
of the Common- Wealth. 

Now that the Non-payment of the Tri- 
bute and Cuſtoms, appointed by the Law, 
is an Offence, ſome will notdeny; bur they 
think it hard that ſuch Offences ſhould be 
ranked with Robberies and Thefts. Bur, 
though this Pra&tice may be no Theft, in a 
Law ſenſe, that having not declared it Fe- 
lony ; yet, in a Scripture ſenſe, it is no bet- 
ter : andfor this, I could produce many Di- 
vines of great Note, who have ranked this 

C 2 among 


C12) 
among the Sins forbidden by the Eighth 


Commandment. 


Mr. Dou; in the Expoſition of that Coma- 
mand, hath theſe Words : 


| For things pertaining to the Common-Wealth, 
that #s another kind F; ublick Robbery ; when 
Men that have the diſpoſing and erdering of 
things, that pertain to the Common-Weal, and 
are to be uſed for the common Good, will take 
them to themſelves, and make a private Gain 
of them : this is a foul Fault, and a high De- 
gree of Theft, fo much the more heinous, becauſe 
it is the more general, and greater wrong by bow 
much it touchet þ more, 


In res fngu- And Dr. Towerſon, in his Explication of 
loruw m2ju5 the Eighth Commandment, faith : 
eſtdominium "UE, 

regis ad bo In as much as the Public is capable of a Pro- 


Num COommmue 


nan do- Perty,as well as private Perſons, in as much as it 
mincrum fin- zg not oply capable of a Property, but cannot ſub- 


larium : , : a 
Grot. de Ju. fiſt without it ; bence it comes to paſs, there may 
m_ Ns bs "* be a theft of public Goods, as well as provate; 
Set.6, » ant conſequently that, as well as the other, to 


be 


C19Y 
be concluded within. the Force of the Probibi- 


fron. 


And from hence it will follow, ſaith thar 
Learned and Pious Doctor : | 
i: * Thar” denying - juſt-Tributes, are En- 
©trenchments upon the Goods of the Pablic, 
* and conſequently proper Thetts. 


And he afterwards affirms, That 
6: As:the Miſchief which: ariſeth from pu- 
* blick Thefts, is much greater than thar of 
*- privace ones, conſequently, they are much 
© more.criminal.. 
Chemnitius, amongſt the Sins forbidden by Rn 
this Command, reckons the Offence which <o:nmirtiur 
in Repub. vcl 


the Romans. called Peculatus, and which he folrrahendo 


. | , Yel non per- 
defines to be a Robbing of the: Common- {5,292 Fer- 


Wealth, by with-holding, or: not ' paying communies 
what is due to it. Theol. pace 


2. P. 81, 


To thele, I ſhall only add-the Judgment 
of two Reverend Prelates, both once well 
b known - 


(14Y 
known and" eſtcemed\ in. this City, | Biſhop 
Hall, I mean, and Biſhop Hopkins. ond 


Bitop Hal's The firſt, in his Irrefragable Propoſitions, 
paye 343 Athrms 
© That no Prejudice :of ; another Man's 
, © Right can be ſo dangerous and. ſinful, as 
© that Prejudice which is done to the Right 
* of Public and AM ok Authority. 


And the aker; in his Expofitioa of the 
| Lord's Prayer, declares : 
© That he, who detaineth any thing, 
© which the Sentence of the Law adjudgerh 
ro another, is guilty of Theft and Rob- 
* bery. 
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And thus I have laid before you the Opi- 
nion of ſome eminent Writers, among many 
others that might be mentioned. 

Theſe Authorities, I hope, will be ſuffici- 
ent, eſpecially ſince there 1s not any Prote- 

FO Rant Author of the contrary Opinion. And 
daum Gui. _— a few of the Romiſh Caſuifts may 


menium, P. be 


70 


CLEW 

be of another Judgment, this T think will 
ive little Reputation to the Cauſe, and as 

irtle eaſe ts #* Proteſtatit' Conſcience ; For 
theſe zre the Men who have' affirmed- ic is 
Lawfulto Steal in Neceſlity ; that'"Servants 
tay Steal from -their Maſters, when- they 


think their Wages -is not ſufficient For their: 


Vid. Decret, 


Inno . 2do 


Marr. 1679. 


& Prop. 36, 
37. 


Labour, and have publiftic& other Opinions,” 


ſo impious, that: they were” condemned "as 
Pernicious and Scandalous by Pope Innocent 
the Eleventh, and his Cardinals. 


; Now this'matter; \as"\moſt wherein the' 


Conſciences of Men are concerned; may be 


conlider'd with reſpe& ro many particular C2- . 


fes: As what'Men may be oblig'd ro, when 
the Tribures impos'd are exceſſive, and carry 


ho proportion 'to- the 'end for which' they are = 


given ; as alſo, - wheh we are certain they 
wilt be miſapplied, nor to the Advantage and 
Preſervation,  but- the Ruine of thoſe* that 
pay them,  * 

But I omit the conſideration of theſe, and 
the like caſes, in which we are not concernfd, 
that I may anſwer ſome Popular Objeftions 

| ; | that 


V. 3 


. 253 


- 26, 


. 27. 


(06) 


that are made in Defence of the Non-pay- 
ment of what the Law requires of us. 

And one is. grounded. upon an obſcure 
place of Scripture, and the Precept of the 
Text being plain, that ought not to be ob- 
jected, but underſtood agreeably to it : 
However, I will briefly conſider it. And 
the place is in'the 17. cap. of 'St. Matth. 


from the 24. v. to the en 


T bey that came to receive the Tribute Mo- 
ny, came toPcter, and ſaid, Doth your Maſter 
pay Tribute ? | | 

He ſaith, Yes. And when they came into 


the Houſe, Feſus prevented bim, Jojing, What 


thinkeft thou, Simon ? Of whom do the Kings 
of the Earth take Cuſtom or Tribute, of their 


_ can Children, or of Strangers ? 


Peter ſaith unto him, Of Strangers. FJeſus 
ſaith unto him, then are the Children free. 

Notwithſtanding, leſt we ſhould offend them, 
go to the Sea, and caſt an Hook, and take up 
the Fiſh that firſt cometh up, and when thou 
haſt opened his Mouth, thou ſhalt find a piece 


of 


(47) 
of Mop FAA that toke, and give unto them m fo | 


Welker [> , 192019 


Now ere is 2 great Controverſy among 

learned Men, What is meant by this Tri- 
bure, \ HUE, it.was the | half Shckel that was 
Paid to;the Temple! ,Or lome other Tribute 
exa&ed by che, Roman Emperor : Wharſoc- 
ver it were, .it. matters got much to the pur- 
poſe, for which'it was objected, Chriſt, on- 

y mentions, 2 Priviledg he "might claim for . © kb 
himſelf and his Domeſtics, as he was the Dei filius fol- 
Son of God.. . And I'never heard of any that tnues qut 
objected this Scripture, , 25  exempting Men 29 pmescſſe 
from paying juſt and. legal Tributes, but Ambr. . 
the Pope and his Clergy, and the German SIS 
Anabaptiſts. And ſeveral of the Fathers, Czfariidet, 
were fo far from thinking this place would Triburum 
juſtify the with-holding of Tribute, ' thar ©. 929me- 
they inforce the Payment of it from this very-didir Tribura 
Paſlage ND 

And hom! is as lictle weight in another Po- 1 


[eninn, as in this, "That the Laws 
Gol Toba are rd and the Suffer- 
gar? io { ing 


( 18) 


ing of the Penalry, when inflifted,* faisfies 
fex penals tlie Law. For Penalties are annexed to ſe- 
_— cure Obedience ro Laws, and cannot juſtify 
G conan-ur us in the Breach of them. And ther core, when 
a OFeum: Lucizas Neratius gave every one he.met a Box 


LT 


Prxlect. 18. on the Ear, an ! withal, | aid to every, one 
© 413” Twenty Five Aﬀes, Kh, 'was the Penalty 
Howo im- impoſed by the Law of the Twelve Tables ; 
probes 25 He was, notwithſtanding this, judged to be a 
vocord 4 moſt vile and wicked Perſon, And this be- 
No Ar > ing 2 Duty, by the expreſs Command of 
$08. the Law of God, as well as that of Nature, 
it is.abſurd to imagine, the Obligation to-it 


can beraken off by Suffering che Penalty an- 


, 


x 


nexcd by a Humanc Law. 


z 


the 


" Tcome now tothe APPLICATION, 


Laſt Thing Promiſed. 


0 ve 2M; &: <b MESA If, 
...}- To thoſe who have Tranvgreied ehis 
Comimand-in the Text, by injiting* the 
King, 


Os Ps am 


GP, 
ing. in with-holding what by Law and 
Ry belongs. unto him. ; 


/2. To thoſe who have not been guilty 
ef theſe public Frauds, but have conſcienti- 
' ouſly rendered to Ceſar the things that are C.2- 
ſars, as well as: to God, the things that are 
Gods. And 


Laſt. To thoſe who are concerned in 
receiving theſe Tributes in the Text, or are 
in any Place or Office, by which they are in- 
truſted with any part -of the Public Reve- 
nue. 


1. To thoſe who have tranſgreſs'd this 
Command in the Text, injuring their King 
and their Country, by with-holding what is 
given by Law for their Security and Sup- 
port. 


Biſhop Latimer, a famous Prelate and 
Martyr of our Church, -in his Sermon, on 
oY; D 2 thoſe 


P. 206, 


P. 113+ 


C20.) 
thoſe words, Render to C2 ſar the things that 
are Caſars, afhrms, the King hath as good 
right to what is given by Parliament, as to 
any; Inheritance; ſtiles thoſe+ Thieves who 
with-hold-it;z\and denouncerch the Damnation 
of Hell againſt them. And this Do&trin had 
ſuch: influence.upon his-Auditors, that ſeyeral 
Hundred 70085 1 were broughtto. him for 
Reſtitution of Wrongs, of this Nature, done 
tro the King, and which he faithfully paid to 
the Exchequer.. | : - OF 24251 #1171599 

And thoygh:I have ſmall hopes, thisweak 
Diſcourſe ſhould: have the ſame Succeſs, yerT 
muſt do my Duty, and leave the Succeſs to 
God, and your own Conſciences. 

If the Public be capable of a Property, if 
the King have as truc a Right'to what is gi- 
veriiby.Law, as aPrivate Man, to what he 
enjoys by Inheritance or Purchaſe, then have 
we-theſame obligation, ro make Reſtitucion 
for public as private Frauds. 

Let, therefore, the Neceflity of Reſtituti- 
on, be applied, to cngage to the one as well 
as the other, If in chis we are defeCtive, 
UI p Non 


C21): 
Non agitur Penitentia ſed F, ingiter, we do not 
practiceRepentance, but diſſemble and coun- 
terfeit it : all is but as the Sackcloth of A-: 


. hab, and the disfigured Face of a Phariſee- 


When we have done wrong to any one, we! 
do not truly repent, unleſs we undo ic as 
much as poſſibly we can, and fer the injur'd 
Perſon in the fame condition we found him. 
Our Saviour ſaich, We muſt bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance ; Fruftum Congruum, 
Fruit which is Congruous, or agreeable to 
Repentance, and/amendmenc of Life. Now 
when a Man hath wreng'd another ' by Op- 
preſſion or Fraud, if he have unfcigned ſor- 
row for this, a hatred and abhorrence of his 
jon Injuſtice, is it Congruous, is it Agreea- 

le to this, to keep what is unjuſtly gotten ? 
To declaim againſt the Temptation, and yer 
keep the Bait by which it prevailed ; ro con- 
fels wherein we have Injurcd the King, and 
not (to uſe the Prophet's Words) give again 
what we bave Robbed, are not theſe Matters 
Incongruous ? Are they not contrary, and 
plainly incouſiſtanc one with another *. We 
IIS ſhould 


Deut, 28. 3» 


Pro, 16. 8. 


Zech. 3. 4. 
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| ſhould, therefore, conſider, that, unleſs we 


reſtily the eruch of or Repenrance, by mak- 
ing Reſtitution for- Injuries of all ;kinds,-.we 
_ expect that God. wilt be reconciled to 
: When God is reconciled, the Curſe, isre= 
—_ and all that he hath is ſancified to 
him. Such 2 one, -& Moſes exprellech it, is 
bleſſed 'in the City, and bleſſed in - Field, the 
Fruit of bis Ground, and. the Encreaſe of bis 
Kine, the Flocks, and the Sheep, the Basket, 
and the Store, all is Bleſſed, But it is not thus, 
when ill gotten Goeds are nos reſtored, when 
our Basket is-filled by Fraud,” and our | Score 
is the Fruit of Robbery. A Curſe, and nor 
a Bleſling, always cleaves to ill gotten 
Wealth, and makes that of Solomon inf\llibl 
erue;* T bat better is a little with Foo 


| chan great Revenues without right. For there 


is a Woe denounced aga ainſt him, who en- 


* creaſeth that which is not his own. - So \that if 


we keep that, to which we haye no-juſt Ti- 
tle, Trade with i ic, and Gain by it, chere'is 
a « Cuul goes with. the Principal and Intereſt 

: It enters (as another Prophet ſajch) 
into 
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int0 the Houſe; remains 'in the :mid'fÞ> of it, 
"wnd Gonſumes it;1 with whe! Tember\ thereef, 
.and the Stones th:reof. A Curſe cleaves 
to i}] gotten Goods, it is moſt ſurely in- 
-tail'd ro the- Eſtate, and deſcends with it 
from Generation 'tv Generaripn,' and is nor 
to:'be-car off but by Reſticucion. - | 
And till we reſtore theſe Earcthly Thing 
to which wwe have no Right and Title, we 
can have no ri co: the, invaluable :Riches 
_ of che other Life, aywellavthe Bleflings/of 


13, ; 
This is plain from -what we-read of Za- 
-ebeus, the Publican, who(as was uſnal- with 
Men of 'that Btriployrnenc) had'1been iguilry 
"of preat Injuſtice, atid againltithe Emperor, 
tn all kkelihood, as well: as private Perſots. 
And wheiv our Saviour went-eo his Houle, 
"keifpcke mot ione aword! of comfort''to him, 
till he declared the fincerity .'6f hsiRepen- 
tance to him, by a full and ample reſcituti- 


on : Behold, half of my Goods I give to the S:. Luke 19; 
* Poet; and if I bate taken any thing from cap. 8. 9. \. 


any Man by falſe Accuſation, 1 reſtore him 


four- 


Sr. Mar. 21. 
38. 


fourfold. Then, and\.not. till then,' Chriſt 
faich, This Day is. Salvation come to thine 
Houſe. lt 2 <0 in. 


Now let us not think, that thoſe On- 
ly. who are-guilty..of -private- Frauds, . arc 
under theſe  great;and! weighty Obligations 


to Reſtitution. | 


Can we think, that God will: puaiſh 
thoſe who wrong the -meaneſt Many. and 


not be avenged on thoſe. who do- the ' 


fame to his Vice-gerents ?' Their Royal 
Dignity highly aggravates -the _ Violegce 
that is done to their | Perſons ; and ſoit 
doth the Injuſtice that is done to. their 
Property. And therefore, in the Parable, 
with the Killing of the Heir, our Savjour 
joins the Seiſing his Inheritance, as 'nexr 
ro it in guilt. NW 


L 
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'ny obligation to it. . 


*'-->When, therefore, Y 
| oP EFcIOIS» 3 
ty to enrich your , 
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.__ 2- - As to thoſe ,who haye, not been 
guilty, of cheſe Public Frauds, but have 
conſcientiouſly. Rendered to Ceſar the things 
that are Caeſars, as well as to God, t 

things that, are God's : Let ſuch. conſider 
their- happy Condition, and, be ever care- 
ful 'to #6 their... C onſciences . void , 0 
Offence, both. towards God, and towar, 
Man. —— tiq4 5 JEL! 3 Q! 7150 
" Reſticution,is one of. the 'molt; difficult 
Duties of Religion, and Men are * very 
hardl erfraded to, perform it | ſincerely 
and fully ;//and' therefore, happy are . they 
who are nor by, any unjuſ Practices under a- 


ou have oppertuni- 
ſhes by public -2s 


{ 1 P - 6 


well' as 'privaze Frauds, conſider if ; you 
uſe che Opportunity, and do the Wrong, - 


all muſt be reſtored, or you are undone 
for ever, 


E And 


2 Ep. 2.9. 


| © 56 )) 


And when | the 'Ap reaches, of De th 
and Ecerniry ſhall, awa ur. Conſc- 
efices, with To Horror oP refle& 
upon your former Injuſtice and Difhoneſty 2 
How will thoſe words of St, Peter terti- 
Ty an Maja 'Man, That he reſerveth 
fob to the D oo Judgment to be pu- 
niſbed. And bi will not be an eaſfic 
matter ſo tro make Reſtitution for Inju- 

es,..4S to quiet our Conſciences,. there 
Nl difficile 'Caſes, by . which the mind 
jo thay be perplexed: and diſturbed. Bur 

ult "tid Hoteſt Dealing, the excellent 
Rille t6 Render, Fo Coſer 'the Things that 
are” Caſars, 4s Well 4s to God, the things 
that are God's, is a plain, an 'open, and 
ſafe wy ro Heaven. And iz is the high 
"oft "Mia tek ro. = our "Rlves' in = 


"Coi oti{ition, 4h h our way to Heaven 
beory be full of Di Og, Pagan, and 
Trouble. | 


1910339 
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Con- 
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Fo Fe = 
Conſider how it was with Fudzs, when 
he had teccived' the Wages off Unrighte-/ 
oufncls, he had no&"quietriefs” it his mind; 
| and irt Horror he'reſtor'd it to thoſe from! 
whom he received it. '© And the like re- : 
morſe and anguiſh of mind, will ſeize 
upon us, if we heap up Wealth, by the 
like or any other unjuſt 'or' evil PraRtices. 
Of this Solomon hath given' us fair * Warn- 
ing : | Bread of Decent is ſweet' to 's' Man; po, ic: 17; 
but afterwards bis mouth Jhall" be filkd wii 
Gravel, The meatting is, - Men ' pleaſe 
themſelves at firſt with- the: ſnecelsful Arts 
of Fraud and Tnjuſtice': But' when! 'their 
Conſfcictces ſhall / be ' awakened, Remerſe 
and 'Horror will ſeiſe' upon''them, 'and"aM 
their Pleaſtre will be turned into Sorrew 
' and Tronble. In this caſe, Men are like 
*thoſt 'in "a Surfeit, 'nothing will''give-eaſ, 
but the Vomirting/ up the Lioad that lits 
upon them, And 'what' a vain! Thing is 
it for. a Man to lay thoſe Loads © on his 
"Conſeithce, under which he” can havei tho 
"eaſe ill} he” Dilgorge;/ by Eiſchatging birfl- 
*192 & 30 QUAON& 29 07 DV 1G 6 Val 
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ſelf of the. ill gotten Gain, which'if kept, 
will: be; but .. a - Moth, . to conſume 
what is honeſtly, gotten,; and for which 
we muſt alſo account before the Tribu- 
nal of 'Chriſt' in another World. 


- Laſt. What, hath been ſaid concern- 
ing -. the Ogation that lies upon us, for 

juſt, and | legal Tributes, 
for,. the Support of. the Government, and 
the! Public Peace, ſhould alſo be confi- 
dered. by all. thoſe who are concerned in 
the; ;receiving. of theſe "Tributes, and who 
are,-in/any . Place or ' Office, .by , which 
they, are;.intruſted, with any part - of : the 
Public Revenue. When thele Men are 
not _ content with their competent Sti- 
pends, and. Enrich themſelves by, miſap- 
plying, the, public Treaſure intruſted with 
them; 'this - is a greater Offence than that 
before , mentioned. It is not only. high 
Jpjvſice,.and, in a Scripture {cnle, Rob- 
.hery, but, Treachery.;., and, if ; by, Oath 
\they arc obliged to be faichful, it is Per- 
jury 


_ 


(29) 
jury too. Yet ſuch there have been in 
all” Ages ; and this made Cato complain, ace yp.z;:. 
Fures . privatorum furtorum in Neruo atg; 
in Compelibus atatem 'agunt, Fures Publici 
| in Auro atq; in Purpura., Thole who 
| Rob private Men, live in Chains and Fet- 
L- eters, = thole who Rob the Public, 
| brave it in Gold and Purple. 
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Reges, tales 


4 Theſe are the great Peſts of a Com- Dent tales 
mon-Wealth, more myſchievous than thoſe Judices, rales 


& & who Rob by Day or Night. The Ro- reddirores, & 
7 man State was raiſed to its Height and _— 


| Glory, under ſuch-Men as Fabricius and quales pre: 
\- Scipio, who ſtudied ro Enrich their Coun- $7 00- 
try, and were contented to be Poor them ftiana. Au- 
ſelves. And the want of this Public Spi- aq rh 
rit to keep Men from Preying on the 
Revenue of the Kingdom, is a more fear- 
| ful Przſage of ear Ruine, than any Mon- 
ſcrous Births or Blazing Stars. 


(C'3&) | 

From theſe Peſts GOD of 
hi Mercy preſerve us, and 
ſend us always ſuch as Mo- 
ſes /at over Iſrael. 


Men fearing God, and 
hating Covetoulneſs. 


